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What should be our common motivation for conducting research which is at once dealing with sociological, political and theological issues?

There is only one answer: if we want to make things better in all these contexts we first have to face reality. As one great sociologist of religion from our region once mentioned (Ž. Mardešić), one that has no courage to look at the truth about the Church and society in the eyes has no possibility to improve them, both Church and society.

From theological point of view, the most important issue regarding our research is the fundamental one: what does it mean to be religious person? In order to answer this question, we must take into a consideration both sociological and theological criteria. E. g. orthodox canonical tradition gives us criteria which are connected with the frequency of participation in Eucharistic services of the Church. According to St. Basil, one that doesn’t come to the liturgical gathering of the community (Eucharist) regularly (three times successively) is considered to be excommunicated. Of course, this canonical and liturgical akribia was never so strictly observed, but it may give us some hints regarding the paths that can guide us to the solution of our problem. I find that the actual differentiated inclusion of the criteria similar to this one is one of the most important contributions of this research. From my personal point of view, results are more than optimistic ones: 19% of the people that took part in the enquette are more than once per month participating in the liturgical services. But, nevertheless, these results should be considered in the light of other empirical facts, and one proposal is that criteria such as spatial capacity of the liturgical places (churches, chapels) compared to the number of the members of the Orthodox Church in particular region should also be involved (Belgrade, 1, 7 million or even more inhabitants; 85% orthodox; 85 places of worship in the Archdiocese).

But, nevertheless, the number of “active believers” is in constant growth and it seems that it doesn’t correspond in all aspects to the general attitude towards religion (since the general trust in the institutional Church is decreased during the last few years, but not too much and is, as our research shows, still very high).
Regarding the issue of those who are not “active believers”, in order to understand the nature of their belonging to the church or religious community, more precise questions about faith should be involved, such as (for Christians): do you believe in the Holy Trinity?; who are three divine persons? In this context, it is very interesting to note that large number of participants in the inquiry believe in resurrection (56,3%), but that also we find proportionally large number of those who believe in metempsychosis (29%), the doctrine which we cannot find in religions whose adherents were involved in the inquiry.

In this aspect, in order to have more precise results, it is important that among the people who conduct research we find representatives of every religion communities whose members were interviewed.

I also find important results that are dealing with pastoral and moral issues: although large number of persons involved speak about priests and religious ministers in friendly terms, there is also large and even bigger group which has no real contact with the ministers, especially with high representatives of the communities (bishops, muftis), and even larger is one which do not consider capable official church to face modern ethical problems. 
It seems that the evaluation of the European integration process has no correlation with the attitude towards religion. This result can be considered as positive. Some of the participants of the discussion stressed as very important the question of the inclusion of the religion, primarily Christianity, in the constitutional documents of the EU, since it is one of the basic elements of the European identity. But, if we look on the results of the inquiry, it seems that there is proportionally very small number of those who are considering European integration process as something that is dealing with their identity, especially as something that questions their identity. Most of the respondents identify European integration process with their better quality of life.  
It should be also noted that proportionally very large number of respondents (77, 4%) support confessional religious education in public schools. 

